
The Make EIC Work Coalition writes to request a meeting with you, to urge 
inclusion of a proposal to expand the Illinois Earned Income Credit (EIC) in 
the Governor’s FY 2023 budget proposal.  Given the likely timing of work 
on the budget, we would appreciate the opportunity to meet before the 
end of the year, but recognize that with holiday schedules the first week of 
January could be best.

Our coalition’s broad three year proposal focuses on expanding the credit 
to workers age 18-24 and 65+, immigrants who file taxes using Individu-
al Taxpayer Identification Numbers (ITINs), and many unpaid caregivers, 
while also expanding the credit from 18 to 36 percent of the federal credit.  
For year one (FY 2023), our focus is on the first three groups - younger 
workers, older workers, and ITIN filers, as well as on raising the credit 
from 18 to 20 percent of the federal credit.  This is identical to the Gov-
ernor’s EIC expansion proposal from the FY 2021 budget.  With the Gover-
nor on record as supporting this expansion, we hope to see a budget that 
reflects this commitment.

Expansion of the EIC is a critical tool for improving the economic well be-
ing of Illinoisans.  It has been shown to be one of the most effective strat-
egies for ending poverty (a focus of the Illinois Commission on Poverty 
Elimination and Economic Security), it impacts a large number of people 
(our proposal would make roughly 25 percent of Illinoisans newly eligible 
for the credit), and it focuses on populations - especially immigrants - who 
have been left out of nearly all federal pandemic relief.  Also, as a change 
to the tax code, tax relief will continue to flow to families in need, without 
the need to fight annually to fund an appropriated program. 

 

December 14, 2021 Dear Deputy Governor Manar:

Deputy Governor Andy Manar
Office of the Governor
James R. Thompson Center
100 W. Randolph, 16-100
Chicago, IL 60601



Thank you for your consideration of this letter.  We look forward to meeting with you soon.  
For scheduling purposes please contact our Coalition Manager, Amber Wilson.  She can be 
reached at amber@economicsecurityil.org.

Sincerely,

Economic Security for Illinois
Shriver Center on Poverty Law
Chicago Jobs Council
Illinois Coalition For Immigrant and Refugee Rights
Equity and Transformation
Community Organizing and Family Issues (COFI)
UpTogether (Family Independence Initiative Chicago)
LIFT Chicago
Illinois Public Interest Research Group (ILPIRG)
United Way
Latino Policy Forum
Parents Organizing to Win Educate and Renew - Policy Action Council Illinois 	
(POWER PAC IL)
Heartland Alliance
Raise the Floor
Chicago Votes
New America (Chicago)
Women Employed
Start Early
Illinois Families for Public Schools
Worker Center for Racial Justice
Children’s Home and Aid
Young Invincibles
Warehouse Workers
Grassroots Collaborative
AgeGuide
Act for Children
Woodstock Institute
Chicago Urban League
Metropolitan Planning Council
SEIU Healthcare Illinois & Indiana
United Food & Commercial Workers Local 881
Illinois Association for Area Agencies on Aging
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